Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 69 July 1976 animals are due to the herpesvirus and that others have been induced experimentally. However, only the surface of understanding of the mechanisms involved has been skimmed as yet. The process of oncogenesis largely remains unknown and relationships with the more common human neoplasms have not yet been established.
It is clear from the present volume that most progress has come on the biochemical side and the larger Part I of the volume is devoted entirely to this aspect of research. Part 2 relates to epidemiological aspects and host response mechanisms. With over 50 contributors in Part 1 and 40 in Part 2, individual mention would be invidious, especially as some of the papers are in little more than abstract form. Suffice to say that, for the spccialist in the field, this volume must contain everything that is topical in the subject. For others with a less involved interest, this is a fine volume for browsing through. Of particular interest to the clinician perhaps are the papers on vaccination. It is clear that prevention of certain spontaneous and experimentally induced tumours (in chickens) has been achieved by the use of vaccines.
Such is the elegant production of the volume that the fact that it is rather expensive will not hurt too much. We may look forward to a third volume in this exciting field of cancer research, confident that it will match the high standard of its predecessors.
IAN Girls who plan to become ballet dancers, for example, must know whether they will ultimately become too tall or too short to b&'acceptable. For more than a generation such decisions have been based on an excellent atlas illustrating the average radiological appearance of the hand and wrist of American children of both sexes at ages corresponding to the norm. The present approach is highly specialized and depends on separate evaluation of the maturity of various groups of the bones of the hand and wrist as demonstrated in a standard radiograph. The work is based on studies of over 2000 British children. The method inevitably is more complicated than a simple matching process.
Allowance is made for such conflicting factors as race, parental height and the varying velocities of growth which may occur normally. The degree of accuracy is correspondingly enhanced.
Although this book is highly specialized it will be required frequently by those involved in these problems, particularly physicians specializing in metabolic disease and their radiological colleagues. Its production is superb and for today the price of £9 is modest. It is surprising that the term 'early' is still used, since this does not define the subject under discussion. Many of the papers deal with the diagnosis of asymptomatic and established tumours and the value of mammography and thermography are assessed. It is surprising that so little information is given on aspiration cytology, perhaps one of the most important investigatory procedures.
The chapters on mass screening of asymptomatic patients are informative but it is admitted that it would be impossible to screen the forty million women in the United States, though if high risk groups could be defined then an attempt should be made to detect minimal breast cancer. In spite of this conclusion it is stated that screening is a need and a right for all women over the age of 30.
The discussion on treatment does not present many definite conclusions and some are hardly acceptable. For example, a total mastectomy and low axillary dissection are advised for a carcinomain-situ. In this chapter the treatment of stage I and stage 2 cancers is considered; this seems out of place in a book dealing with the treatment of early breast cancer.
The histology of ocult and premalignant tumours is described, but not in detail.
There is a good account of the genetics of breast cancer. Many of the chapters are panel discussions and it is not easy to extract useful facts or information from them.
Nevertheless the book is well presented, with an excellent bibliographic reference; but it is too long and wanders away from the subject under discussion so much that the reader easily becomes discouraged. W P GREENING
